St. James & St. Ann’s Regional Education Committee 
~ Minutes~
Wednesday April 8, 2026 | Start Time: 6:30pm
Location: St. James & St. Ann’s Elementary School

Present:  Fr.  Richard, Jake Turek – Chair, Libimol Devasia: Secretary, Greg Steinbichler – Maintenance, Andrew De Verteuil – Treasurer, Danika Adam-Community  Relations, Nick Schock -Vice Chair ,Fathanee Lenchuk - Parent Participation, Sheena Lewis: Vice Principal, Onika Bryson: Principal

1. Faith Formation – 15 minutes - Fr.  Richard
2. Call Meeting to Order at 6.50pm
We acknowledge that St. James and St. Ann’s school is located on the unceded and traditional lands of the Sumas (sue-mass) and Matsqui (mats-sqwee) First Nations people, and the Stó:lō (staw-low) people." With this, we respect the longstanding relationships that Indigenous Nations have to this land, as they are the original caretakers.
3. Amend / Adopt the Agenda 
a. Nick motioned, Fathanne second -all in favour, none opposed.
4. Appreciations
a.  Nick appreciated everyone for participating in the AGM.
5. Correspondence 
6. Review and Approve February Minute
a. This item was skipped and will be reviewed at the next meeting.
7. Policy Manual Review – Nick 
a. Nick reviewed the summary of Robert’s Rules of Order.
8. Main Reports:
a. Archbishop’s Rep. Report – Fr. Richard
· Fr. Richard provided an update on the archbishop’s visit, scheduled for April 9 at 10:00 AM. The visit will be approximately 30 minutes and will include a Mass with high school students, as well as the blessing of the SJB’s extension block. He also noted upcoming sacramental celebrations.
· First Communion is scheduled for May 30, and children have the option to celebrate it at the parish. Confirmation will take place on June 27, with the Bishop presiding. 
9. Chair Report – Jake
NA
a. Principal Report – Onika- As submitted
b. Treasurer Report – Andrew- As submitted
10.  Additional Reports:
a. Teachers Report – Ms. Sophia Bouwman
· Ms. Sophia Bouwman presented the Teacher’s Report. Highlights included the Holy Thursday retreat, preparation for the Archbishop’s visit, and sacramental preparation activities.
b. Maintenance Report – Greg 
· Greg reported a water leak, with approximately 100 cubic meters of additional water usage compared to last year. The City has also confirmed the increase.
· He noted that costs are being reviewed to rerun the affected pipe. Additionally, quotes are being obtained to replace two steel doors located at the gym and in the hallway.
c. Fundraising Report – Kristine – Kristine was unable to attend; no report was presented.
d. Parent Participation Report – Fathanee
· All is going well. Fathanee reported that parents are logging their participation hours through the portal.
e. Community Relations Report – Danika
· Danika provided an update on community relations. April 09 is Cafe au Play open, and toys have been received from St. Ann’s Day Care. However, storage remains a concern and this needs to be addressed.
11. Old Business
a.    Playground	
· Two quotes have been obtained. Timing for grant approval is the main issue; The committee discussed whether to wait for grant funding or proceed with spending approximately $100,000 now.
· A Douglas-style playground is being planned.
· Volunteer hours are expected to save approximately $20,000, resulting in a net cost of about $70,000.
· The grant process may take at least one year, with no guarantee of approval. Danika's husband may be able to assist with the grant application option, and the committee will finalize the approach. Onika will provide further information by next week.
12. New Business
a. Scholastic Book Review – Onika
· Onika asked for the list to be sent for review to assess the book content
13.  Our next meeting: May 6th, 2026.
14.  In – Camera
15.  Closing Prayer
16.  Meeting Adjourned at 7.17 pm
