St. James & St. Ann’s Regional Education Committee

Wednesday November 19, 2025 | Start Time: 6:30pm
Location: St. James & St. Ann’s Elementary School

Call the meeting to order

1. Faith Formation — 15 minutes - Fr. Richard — Not present

2. Call Meeting to Order 6:44 pm

We acknowledge that St. James and St. Ann’s school is located on the unceded

and traditional lands of the Sumas (sue-mass) and Matsqui (mats-sqwee) First

Nations people, and the Sto:16 (staw-low) people." With this, we respect the

longstanding relationships that Indigenous Nations have to this land, as they are

the original caretakers. Given by Jake

3. Amend / Adopt the Agenda Nick Moved to adopt, Kristine Seconded.
Approved.

4. Appreciations

5. Correspondence. Questions Regarding bookfair (Scholastic). Communicated by
Jake and Onika that the school has communicated our requirements and the
school will additionally review all the books that will come in order to ensure

that the books align with the school mission and values.



6. Review and Approve October Minutes Fathanee moved to approve, Greg
seconded

7. Policy Manual Review — Nick Policy 402 International Students

8. Main Reports:

a. Archbishop’s Rep. Report — Fr. Richard Not received

b. Chair Report — Jake

c. Principal Report — Onika As submitted

d. Treasurer Report — Andrew As submitted. Deficit $56k vs. budgeted
surplus. Month to month “on-track”, monthly loss $19k, budgeted S10k.
Cash is tight $106k at the end of October, including $91k earmarked for
specific purposes, $49k payable $61k receivables. Clarification was
asked on the reason for the discrepancy, Andrew to follow-up.

9. Additional Reports:

a. Teachers Report — Mrs. Gaudette Teachers finished the report cards
using the new system. Remembrance Day Assembly was well facilitated
by the Grade 7 students and choir. The band teacher and band program
are an excellent addition to the school. Dance squad is excited to report

that they have some shows coming up. The book fair today — the



literature and the books themselves were very good quality. The kids
were bustling and excited about literature.

b. Maintenance Report — Greg As submitted.

c. Fundraising Report — Kristine Movie Night Nov. 14 was a success and
well attended to the point that hot dogs and pizza sold out. Kristine
formed a committee to help and has requested guaranteed volunteer
hours. It is anticipated that the min. volunteer hours would be
exceeded. Jake commented that parents can submit ad hoc hours as
they are completed for anything that parents help to do when asked by
the REC. It was discussed that it was difficult to enter the hours into the
system. Options were discussed on alternative approaches and the need
to prevent a blanket approach for all volunteers, including those who
are contributing less than 20 hours per year. Jake suggested that an
outline should be brought forward at the next meeting including the
specific people who would get the exemption.

d. Parent Participation Report — Fathanee Parents are signing in and
reporting their hours. A report will be provided to parents in January
regarding hours they still need to complete. Things are going well.

e. Community Relations Report — Danika Welcome to Danika.



10.0ld Business

a. Portables — Onika Building committee is looking at the details. It will be
sent for approval to the REC and to downtown, which may not be until
January, which may push the portables back the schedule.

b. Name Change — Onika The school’s name legal name has been changed
to St. Jame’s and St. Ann’s.

11. New Business

a. Asphalt Quote — Onika A quote was obtained for S3k to pave over the
area where the bushes have been removed between the school and the
portables. Paving over that area is intended to help with the rat problem
in that area. There is also a safety issues with holes that the kids could
twist ankles. Andrew suggested looking into volunteer labour in order to
reduce the costs. If roughly $S800 can be saved through volunteer labour,
an e-vote will be help.

b. Fundraising — Kristine Proposal — The Gala. A Gala at the end of the year,
at Sts. Joachim and Ann Parish, Tina Girad caterer. Silent auction, etc.
Decorations etc. covered, CWL would facilitate the serving of the meals,
liquor licence required. The earliest that it can be held is April and June.

The first year may be a learning a experience but it’s possible to raise



$30-40k with a gala. It will be significant work and so a sub-committee
will need to be formed. St. Ann’s was proposed as an alternate venue to
be considered. Fathanee moved to get more information at the next
meeting, and Greg seconded.

12. Our next meeting: January 14, 2026.

13. In — Camera

14. Closing Prayer

15. Meeting Adjourned 7:32 PM



